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Like much of the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted our

program in recent months. Because Vietnam and China share a border,

along with a significant amount of trade and labor, the Vietnamese

government made the proactive decision to close all schools and

universities early in January 2020. As a result, the Teachers for Vietnam

teachers were unable to teach in-person classes during the second

semester, though our teachers assisted with developing online learning

content, as part of universities' plans to transition much of their

instruction to remote platforms. 

 

We are grateful for our teachers' dedication to supporting their students and

universities during this extremely uncertain time. However, once the

pandemic became more widespread, and the U.S. State Department began

establishing stricter travel restrictions, we decided--in collaboration with our

teachers on the ground--that it would be safest for our teachers to come back

to the U.S. All three of them returned home by mid-to-late March, and since

then we have been in close touch with our university partners, who continue

to navigate this very challenging situation. 

 

While none of us could have anticipated this turn of events, this episode has

reminded us of how interconnected we all are, and how intercultural

programs like ours are so critical to overcoming mistrust and maintaining

goodwill across borders. 

 

As we move forward, we are deeply appreciative of the flexibility and

understanding of our partners and participants, and thank you for being part

of our community.

 

Update on COVID-19
How the virus is Impacting our teachers

Jonah Pappas, An Giang
University
Anca and Jim Vaughn, Trà Vinh
University

Help us spread the word - We are
recruiting through Idealist.com and
would love for you to share the link
with family and friends!
 
 
Give to TfV - Your generous
donations help us continue the
mission. Donate HERE.
 
 
2019-2020 teachers have all
returned home due to COVID-19
related travel and safety concerns.
Please join us in welcoming them to
our alumni network 
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I M P O R T A N T  N E W S ,
U P D A T E S ,  &  I D E A S

TfV

https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit/237a6bd21c8843d1b568512da80e83e9-teachers-for-vietnam-salisbury?redirected-from-listing=true
https://www.teachersforvietnam.org/make-a-donation
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Jim Vaughn, a middle-school English and Social Studies

teacher of 30+ years, and Anca Vaughn, a special

education occupational therapist, were at a turning point

in their lives when they made the decision to apply to

TfV. With their children grown and out of the house,

there were no more sports games, school functions, or

day-to-day family obligations to tether them to their

home in the greater Seattle area. Recently Anca looked

back on their decision, recalling that they had wanted to

live in a community “different from where we lived and

raised our family.” Jim went on to say that “some people

may see it as unusual but for us it felt like a great time.

We were in a place of transition and sold our house and

our things we didn’t need anymore.”

 

Off they went to teach English for a year in Trà Vinh,

located next to the Cổ Chiên River. Although their

experience turned out to be different than expected,

largely due to university closures as a result of the

coronavirus pandemic, Jim and Anca remain positive

and deeply appreciative of their Vietnamese community.

Jim cited working with students in an informal capacity

as a personal highlight of his experience. The dynamic

between teacher and student is undoubtedly much

different in Vietnam than in the U.S. Chatting daily over

coffee and being invited to student homes, weddings, and

housewarming parties were just a few examples that Jim

mentioned fondly. Anca noted the generosity of their

Vietnamese colleagues, who were “beyond generous” in

showing them the ropes.

A Conversation with Jim
and Anca Vaughn
 written by Taylor Caldwell, 2015-16 Alumnus

“We have really embraced this community. We
love it. We love the people. Because we are
one of the very few foreigners in Tra Vinh,
we attract a lot of attention. We are out on
our bicycles and meet people that way.” 

– Jim Vaughn

Jim is revered by his colleagues as a veteran teacher and

has been asked to edit papers for research submissions.

He was also slated to teach a course on student

engagement, bringing together professionals from all

over the region, before the coronavirus forced these

events to be delayed. As for Anca, who also has had

many years of experience working in schools, she was

appreciative of the opportunity to live and understand

the teacher experience; a perspective she will take back

to America in her part-time practice as an occupational

therapist. "In fact, I surprised myself how much I

enjoyed it,” she mused.

 

Perhaps facing some of the most unusual circumstances

that any of our TfV teachers have ever encountered, Jim

and Anca had a few words of wisdom for future

teachers. They noted the importance of going with the

flow, relinquishing western standards of teaching in

favor of culturally responsive practices, and regarding

oneself as an ambassador for our program and country.

 

And as we wrapped up our interview on a spotty

WhatsApp call, I in my Seattle Starbucks and Jim and

Anca from their hotel in Hoi An, they left me with this

final reflection. Because I am also a recent TfV teacher ,

Anca’s words resonated with me deeply, as I am sure it

will the rest of our alumni community.

“It is so life-altering. It becomes a part of you.
This is such a great country; it works itself
into your DNA.” 

– Anca Vaughn
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I was surprised when I first found out that I would be

teaching American Literature and American Studies

at An Giang University in Long Xuyen. I had arrived

in Vietnam thinking that I was going to be teaching

English, but as I sat with members of the English

department on my first day at the university I learned

that in fact I would not be teaching English,

but in English. This distinction was crucial. It meant

that I would have to stray from a subject I was

comfortable with to subjects that were new to me; it

meant that rather than teaching what I had expected

to teach, I would be teaching what the university

needed me to teach. Although this change unsettled

me, it was also exciting: not only did I realize that I

was needed, but I also realized that I was also going

to have to design my classes from scratch. I would

have to create new syllabi and identify readings and

assignments for my students. Before doing any of

this, though, I needed to think through my classes’

raison d’être: what was I hoping to communicate to

my students in an American Studies and an

American Literature course? What questions did I

hope to elicit? 

 

I retraced the steps I had taken in my own academic

and personal life and put together syllabi that I

thought would be engaging, relevant, and educational.

The process was transformational: not only was I

thinking about individual classes on a granular level,

but I was simultaneously looking at the logical and

thematic arc of a semester’s worth of classes. I was, I

realized, learning on the fly about what it meant to be

a teacher. 

 

 

A Lasting Impact...
 

Teachers For Vietnam
Building bridges through education.

 
 
 

:  TeachersForVietnam :  teachers_for_vietnam
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A note from board member and alum, Nick Schcolnik 

 

In the years that followed my time in Vietnam the

impact that my American Studies and American

Literature courses had on me is clear. Whether

working as an English Teaching Assistant through

the Fulbright Fellowship in Argentina or as a Peace

Corps Volunteer in Ethiopia, I have always felt

confident and prepared. The lessons learned and

wisdom gained in Long Xuyen through Teachers

for Vietnam was the reservoir to which I

continuously returned. For this, I am forever

grateful to Teachers for Vietnam and the An Giang

University community.

 

https://www.teachersforvietnam.org/

Now more than ever, It Is important
to stay connected with our

communities. Join the TfV Alumni
Network today and stay In touch.

https://www.teachersforvietnam.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TfValumni/

